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What is the impact of the 

increasing share of organic

farming on the overall
sustainability of the Belgian
food system?
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The challenge is not to compare 

organic and non-organic food
systems, but rather to make the entire
mix of food systems more sustainable.



What ?
Challenges and state of the 

food system 



Challenges to the global sustainability
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The today food systems are 

unsustainable



The challenges are huge



The challenges are huge



The challenges are huge

Is organic farming the best option to 

address all these challenges ?

No !



Comparative 

performances 

of organic ..

No system is

perfect !



From competition to cooperation

Is organic farming the best option to 

address all these challenges ?

No !

Is organic farming the best option to 

address most of these challenges ?

Yes !
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Share of land, share of production, share of impacts

          

           

            

ACREAGE

Acreage Production Pesticides

Organic 3% 2% 0%

Agroecological 9% 7% 4%

Sustainable 71% 72% 70%

Conventional 17% 19% 26%

Cereal production in Wallonia is a mix



Change the share of models, to decrease
impacts

ORGANIC

SUSTAINABLE

CONVENTIONAL

ORGANIC

SUSTAINABLE

CONVENTIONAL



Differential impacts

ORGANIC

SUSTAINABLE

CONVENTIONAL

ORGANIC

SUSTAINABLE

CONVENTIONAL
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Be serious

• Conversation such as …

– « Organic farming is not 
productive enough »

– « Organic farming is not the 
most efficient solution for 
climate issue «

… are useless as we need a 
comprehensive approach.

Climate
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The target

• One target

• Why 30 %, for  three reasons

– It will contribute to a more sustainable global food system

– It is future proofed

– It is feasible

30 %
organic

2
0
3

0
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It is feasible

• More organic will improve our sustainability

• More organic farming requires a shift of usage : 

– new diets, 

– new consumption pattern, 

– less exportation, 

– less waste

• More organic will increase our food sovereignty
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Key messages

• Challenges are diverses

• Addressing all challenges suppose to shift from a linear approach
(yield) to a systemic approach

• Organic model is addressing a lot of challenges, not creating new 
problems and future proofed.

• Organic model is not the perfect model but all agricultural 
models are based on tradeoffs.

• Adressing the challenges suppose to increase the SHARE of 
organic models in our farm and FOOD systems -> 30 %

• Another big issue is the pathway of the 70 other percent : the 
models of today are 
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Food systems



How ?
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How to reach 30 % in 2030

• Create relevant alternatives

• Pressure the 
unsustainabilities of the 
system

• Increase the share of 
relevant farm and food
systems



21

Create relevant alternatives

• Embed the technical »performance » in a global assessment of 
the food systems sustainability

• Two criteria :

– Relevance -> doesn’t create new problems

– Impact       -> contribute to a global best 

• Most of the lock ins to the development of organic food systems
are at the value chain level and are underexplored
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Pressure the unsustainabilities of the system

2
0
3

0

30 %
organic

70 %
the other
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Pressure the unsustainabilities of the system

2
0
3

0

30 %
organic

70 %
the other
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Pressure the unsustainabilities of the system

30 %
organic

70 %
the other
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Bruxelles, janvier 2024

A battle of narratives
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More local food - Belgian pears

https://www.pan-europe.info/sites/paneurope.info/files/public/resources/reports/ForbiddenFruit_01.pdf



27

27

»We sell what they want to buy «

5.5 billions €

Marketing expenses

in agri-food

France - 2023

Consumers are not free !
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»We sell what they want to buy «

5.5 billions €

Marketing expenses

in agri-food

France - 2023

11 billions €

Health impacts of 

food systems

France - 2023
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The climate – conservation agriculture plot 
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The regenerative farming poto poto
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The regenerative farming poto poto
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The regenerative farming poto poto
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Organic regenerative farming is the option

Absolute requirements

• A value chain approach

• Integration of the overconsumption

• Multi criteria – donut model

• Global consistency
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The paradoxes of the 
protein transition

Duluins Océane (Presenter) & Philippe Baret

187th Seminar of European Association of Agricultural 
Economists

12-14 June 2024

Céline Chevalier
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Overconsumption & exportation are key elements
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Overconsumption & exportation are key elements
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Overconsumption is the elephant in the room
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Use of production – current situation

Nearly 70% of agricultural land is used for animal feed (>900.000 ha) while 
only 6% are directly destined for used for food production.
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Total Belgian agricultural area
1.329.650 ha

                 

          

   

   

   

Total area for feed
921.739 ha
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Key issues for research

• Research for framing research

• Global assesment of farm and food systems

• Rebalance research investment in favor of more systemic
approach

• Improve the science policy interface

• A barometer of food systems including the impact of the « share
of organic »



41

41

What is missing ? 

We miss ….

An articulation between the level of policies and the 
level of farming practices

A comprehensive approach of organic farming

A competitive and relevant narrative
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